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vention in June and which, had instantly become a sort
of battlecry in the Progressive campaign: "We stand at
Armageddon and we battle for the Lord":

"Six weeks ago here in Chicago, I spoke to the honest
representatives of a convention which was not dominated
by honest men; a convention wherein sat, alas! a majority
of men who, with -sneering indifference to every principle
of right, so acted as to bring to a shameful end a party
which had been founded over half a century ago by men in
whose souls burned the fire of lofty endeavor. Now to
you men who, in your turn, have come together to spend
and be spent in the endless crusade against wrong, to you
who face the future resolute and confident, to you who
strive in a spirit of brotherhood for the betterment of our
nation, to you who gird yourselves for this great new fight in
the never-ending warfare for the good of mankind, I say in
closing what I said in that speech in closing: We stand at
Armageddon and we battle for the Lord."

The campaign which followed the convention was one
of the most exciting and remarkable that the country had
ever witnessed. Its result was virtually certain from the
outset, for with two Bepublican candidates in the field the
success of the Democratic candidate was reasonably well
assured. The Bepublican leaders who had brought about
the renomination of President Taft admitted frankly among
themselves that they had no hope of his election. They had
deliberately chosen defeat for their party, in preference
to success for it with Boosevelt. As his letters show,
Boosevelt had no hope of election when he consented to
run as the Progressive candidate. He was not making the
fight for personal success but in defense of the principles
for which he stood. He took the stump and made a vigorous
campaign, and almost from the outset it was generally
recognized that although he was the nominee of a new
party, and was called a third party candidate, the contest
was between him and the Democratic candidate, Woodrow
"Wilson.